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deportment in the milder duties of domestic life ^. Rich-
ardson, the author of Clarissa, Pamela, &c. wrote Number
97* to which allusion has already been made. The second
letter, signed Amicus, in Number 107, was from an unknown
correspondent.

The rest of the Rambler was produced by one mind, whose
resources were developed, but not exhausted, by the work. To
give a history of its progress; to record the praises with which it
was at once greeted by the philosophic readerr; the empty cla-
mour which the light, the ignorant, and the envious raised against
it; the editions through which it has passed; the countries through
which it has been circulated, and the effects which it has pro-
duced on our national style, would be among the most interest-
ing of researches, but the detail would be incompatible with tlio
limits of a preface. Every little particular connected with it has
been again and again canvassed with that admiration or hostility
which only great works can call forth. The very title has af-
forded ground for censure, for licentious imitations, and for acri-
monious abuse. " The Rambler," says the sprightly lady
Montague,ec is certainly a strong misnomer1: he always plods in
the beaten road of his predecessors, following the Spectator (with
the same pace a packhorse would do a hunter) in the style that
is proper to lengthen a paper." A formal refutation of so flip-
pant a charge would equal, in ludicrous absurdity, the attack it-
self. The passage is merely quoted in evidence of the literature
of the times. For if so lively and acute a writer could so far
overlook the design and plan of the Rambler, what could be
expected from his less cultivated readers? The Italians have

fi Boswell, vol. i. in. and iv.

r Student, voh 11. Number entitled Clio, 1750. Gentleman's Magazine of
th$ day. Mrs. Barbauld's Coirespondence of Kichaidson. Di. Young
was among the first and warmest admirers of the Rambler. See Boswell,
vol. i.

s We allude to the infamous Eambki's Magazine, which, httlo to the credit
of the moiahty of the times, has lately been allowed to spread anew its pesti-
lential influence.
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